


Welcome
WeÕre glad that youÕve joined with us to worship God.  Please stay after the service and get to 
know others in our community who are calling Christ Presbyterian Church Òhome.Ó  If you 
have any questions about our church, feel free to contact us using the numbers in the back of 
the bulletin.

Our Worship
Our service has an intentional structure designed to reflect our belief that worship is a con-
versation between God and His people.  We invite you first to consider why you have come to 
worship by reflecting on a thought, a verse, a lyric, or a quote.  Then, we all respond to 
GodÕs calling us to worship Him.  But, upon responding to that call, we realize that we must 
be reminded of the cleansing given to us through Christ.  God then gives us His charter as 
we hear Him speak through the Scripture.  That is followed by the heavenly feast called 
communion.  God dismisses us with His blessing in the commission.

Your Children
We offer three classes during the service for your young children.  Babies through two years 
of age are invited to attend our nursery (nursing mothers are also welcome to use this room). 
Children ages two through four may attend our preschool class. This class, like a Sunday 
school class, has an age-appropriate curriculum. We have also developed a new Getting 
Ready class which is designed to help your children understand and profit from the worship 
service.  This class meets for six weeks at a time and then breaks to allow the children time to 
put into practice what they are learning by sitting with their parents. The children are dis-
missed during the Song of Preparation and return during the Communion song to sit with 
their parents. Although children of any age are invited to participate in this class, it is espe-
cially designed for children ages four through six.

The Lord’s Supper
Our church partakes of the LordÕs Supper every week.  We welcome to the table all baptized 
Christians who are trusting in Christ alone for their salvation, have made public profession 
of their faith, and are accountable as members of a Protestant church.  We offer both red 
wine and white grape juice in the communion tray.  If you have any questions, please see the 
pastor.



Consider
What if God was one of us?
Just a slob like one of us
Just a stranger on the bus 
Trying to make his way home
 
If God had a face what would it look like?
And would you want to see 
If seeing meant that 
you would have to believe 
in things like heaven and in Jesus and the saints
and all the prophets
-Joan Osborne
 
In ScriptureÉGod is not revealed as the Òsupreme being,Ó but as the Creator who freely wills 
that which is not-God nevertheless to be related to God in all of its difference.
-Michael Horton

January 10, 2010

In the name of Jesus, this church opens wide her doors and offers welcome
to all who sin and need a Savior;

to all who are spiritually weak and seek rest;
to all who mourn and long for comfort;
to all who struggle and desire victory;

to all who are strangers and want fellowship;
to all who hunger and thirst after righteousness;

and to whomsoever will come.



Guide to the Worship Service
This guide to worship is written by the minister and provided to the congregation and our visi-
tors in order (1) to assist them in their worship by explaining why we do what we do in worship 
and (2) to provide them with background on various elements of the service.  Each week a differ-
ent element of the service is explained.

The Sermon                                          Meeting a Stranger 
One of the hallmarks of modernity is the mantra Òall paths lead to God.Ó  Of course, the prob-
lem isnÕt that this is false (all roads do at some point get to God) but that there is no safe path to 
God. All paths to God that avoid Jesus (the Òdoor,Ó John 10:7) end not in grace but in judgment. 
Instead of our finding God, God has caught up to us: an estranged creation on the run.  But 
what happens when we are introduced to this stranger? How can the gulf between us be bridged 
once and for all?

The Music                   ‘Twas Love That Urged Him On
Tragedy seemed to find William Cowper (pronounced ÒCooperÓ) at nearly every turn of his life: 
broken engagements, illness, even insanity and suicide attempts threatened to break him of his 
trust in Christ.  But as you can see from this poem of his set to music by Matt Haeck and Robert 
Recio, Cowper understood his earthly crosses to be lighter fare, when compared to the death of 
the Son of God.  It was in JesusÕ atoning death that Cowper and you and me will finally find 
peace with God.  When all else fails us and the miseries of life threaten to overwhelm us we re-
member that it was Òlove that urged him onÓ in JesusÕ pursuit of a bloody pilgrimage for his peo-
ple.

The Service                          Benediction
The last word of the worship service belongs to God.  Just as he begins our conversation by call-
ing us to worship him, he ends it by dismissing us with his blessing.  The benediction follows the 
ancient form of the Aaronic blessing: the words which the Jewish priests would pronounce over 
the people every evening.  In this blessing, God puts his name on us.  Through this act of placing 
his name on us, God calls us his own, promises to bless us, tells us he is pleased with us, and 
dismisses us with his peace.  There can be no surer words of comfort as we go into another week 
of normal life.  In whatever you do or wherever you go, know that God has blessed you by plac-
ing his name on you.  You are his and he has promised to be with you.



Calling
Welcome and Announcements

Call to Worship*                Colossians 1:15-20

Hymn of Praise*                    O Worship the King

O Worship the King, all glorious above
O gratefully sing His wonderful love

Our Shield and Defender, the Ancient of Days
Pavilioned in splendor and girded with praise

O tell of His might, O sing of His grace
Whose robe is the light whose canopy space

His chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form
And dark is His path on the wings of the storm

Chorus:
You alone are the matchless King

To You alone be all majesty
Your glories and wonders what tongue can recite?

You are the Way, the Truth, and the Life

Frail children of dust and feeble and frail
In Thee do we trust, nor find Thee to fail

Thy mercies how tender, how firm to the end
Our Maker, Defender, Redeemer and friend

O measureless might, ineffable love
While angels delight to worship above

Thy mercies how tender, how firm to the end
Our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend

words: Robert Grant (1833) 
music: Johann Michael Haydn (1737-1806)     



Cleansing
The Law of God         The Greatest Commandment
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
mind. This is the great and first commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.

Silent Confession

Unison Prayer of Confession
Gracious God and merciful Father, we confess that we have sinned against you and your law.  In both 
word and deed, in thoughts and motives—daily we have proven that sin remains within us.  Remind us, 
O Lord, of the penalties for breaking your law and may its condemnation cause us to lift our eyes to the 
hills, from whence our help comes: our savior, Jesus Christ.  May we be found in him every day and so 
benefit from his obedience and sacrifice that the law is no longer a terror to us, but a good guide to live 
lives of gratitude before you.

The Gospel           Galatians 4:4-7
But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born un-
der the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as 
sons. And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, 
"Abba! Father!" So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through 
God.

Absolution



Response                Not What My Hands Have Done

words:  Horation Bonar (1861)
music: George Martin (1862)



Charter
Hearing God’s Voice in the Bible                  Daniel 1
The book of Daniel, named after and written by Daniel in the sixth century B.C., records 
the events of his life and visions that he saw from the time of his exile in 605 until the third 
year of King Cyrus (536).  The Book of Daniel made up of two halves, each of which has its 
own genre.  The first half contains narratives from the lives of Daniel and his three friends.  
These stories display what it is to live faithfully as strangers and exiles in a world that is not 
home.  The second half of the book contains apocalyptic visions, which are designed to reas-
sure GodÕs people that in spite of their present persecution and suffering, God is in control.  
Though Judah was defeated in battle, taken captive and exiled to a distant land, God is still 
absolutely sovereign over human affairs. Kingdoms may rise and fall, whether the Babyloni-
ans, Persians, Greeks, or Romans, but God rules over all, and the people of God and the 
plans of God are secure. Despite the changing circumstances of life, GodÕs people must re-
main faithful to Him, who ultimately will destroy His enemies and deliver His people 
through a Savior. 

Pastoral Prayer

Congregational Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.

Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen.

Song of Preparation*                                                    Words Next Page

The Scripture Reading*                                     John 1:6-13

The Sermon                   Rev. Eric Landry
The Gospel of John

“Meeting a Stranger”
           



Song of Preparation                                   Psalm 119:145-160

My heart cries out! Lord, answer me! And I Your statutes will obey.
O save me, for IÕve called to You; Your testimonies IÕll display.

I rose before the dawn and cried; for by Your word my hope is stirred.
I wake throughout the hours of night to meditate upon Your word.

In mercy listen to my voice; in judgment, Lord, my life renew.
Those plotting ill draw ever near, far from Your law their way pursue.
But You, O Lord, are ever near, and true are all of Your commands.

Your testimonies make me sure that what You say forever stands.

Regard my grief and rescue me, for I Your law do not forget.
Defend my cause and me redeem; Your promise keep; revive me yet.
SalvationÕs far from wicked men; Your statues theyÕll not try o see.

How many are Your mercies, Lord! In judgments just give life to me.

My persecutors many are, Your testimonies IÕll not spurn.
I saw the faithless and was grieved, for to Your word they wonÕt return.

Behold how I Your precepts love! In mercy, Lord, give life to me.
The sum of all Your words is truth; Your judgments stand eternally.

(to the tune of “He Leadeth Me”)



Communion
We welcome to the table all baptized Christians who are trusting in Christ alone for their salva-
tion, have made public profession of faith, and are communicants in good standing in any evan-
gelical church.  The bread and the wine will be passed to you.  Please hold the elements so that 
we partake of them together.  We offer both red wine and white grape juice in the communion 
tray.

The LordÕs Supper is a time of table fellowship between the risen Lord Jesus Christ and His 
church.  It is not a private take-out meal.  To receive the bread and wine rightly you must belong 
to Him by faith, and to His covenant people.

If you are a Christian who is disconnected from the body of Christ, we would encourage you to 
speak with the pastor after the service in order to find out more about church membership.  
Consider this prayer and make it your own:

Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you as your baptized, set-apart people in a life of committed 
discipleship in your church.  Grant that I may take the necessary steps to be one with your people in 
practice, and live in the fullness of your Spirit.

If, on the other hand, you are not a Christian, please know that we are glad that you are here.  
Our desire is not to be exclusive, but to open up our arms and welcome you to this world-wide 
communion with the Son of God who was crucified for sinners.  WeÕd urge you to place your 
faith in Jesus and to speak with someone after the service about becoming a Christian.  Consider 
this prayer and make it your own:

Father, I abandon this day my own attempts to try to know you, to try to enter into heaven apart from 
your Son, the perfect sacrifice, Jesus Christ.  Grant me the faith to cling to Him as my forgiveness, my 
righteousness and my eternal life.

For those who are saying ÒyesÓ to the kingdom of God in their hearts and lives, communion of-
fers a unique opportunity to see God speak.  When you receive the bread and wine by faith, you 
can have confidence that God is working in your life and that you are being transformed by the 
benefits of ChristÕs life and death for you.  The LordÕs Supper--just as much as the preached 
Word of God--is an active agent of your sanctification.  Consider this prayer and make it your 
own:

Father, I am weak and wounded.  My faith is small and my needs are great.  Use these earthly ele-
ments to confirm in me a heavenly hope.  Nourish my faith as I lift my heart to heaven to commune 
with you there.  Feed my soul as I feast on Christ and his benefits.

Words of Institution                First Corinthians 11:23-29



Confession of Faith                 The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,

of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of his Father before all worlds, 

God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father; by whom all things were made;

who for us and our salvation came down from heaven,
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontious Pilate; he suffered and was buried;
and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures, and ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father;
and he shall come again, with glory, to judge both the living and the dead;

whose kingdom shall have no end.
And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son;

Who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified; who spoke by the prophets;
and we believe in one holy catholic   and apostolic church;

we acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins;
and we look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen.

   Òcatholic churchÓ means the universal church

Communion Hymn                            ‘Twas Love That Urged Him On
The Savior! what a noble flame was kindled in his breast, 
When hasting to Jerusalem He marched before the rest! 

GoodÐwill to men, and zeal for God, His every thought engross; 
He longs to be baptized with blood, He pants to reach the cross. 

Chorus:
With all his suff'rings full in view, 

And woes, to us, unknown, 
Forth to the task his spirit flew, 
'Twas love that urged him on. 

LORD, we return thee what we can!  Our hearts shall sound abroad 
Salvation, to the dying Man and to the rising God! 

And while thy bleeding glories here engage our wond'ring eyes; 
We learn our lighter cross to bear and hasten to the skies.

words: William Cowper (1779)
music: Matt Haeck and Robert Recio (2008)



Commission
Tithes and Offerings
If you are visiting with us, please do not feel obligated to give.  Our church depends upon the 
generous gifts of those who partner with us in seeking to pursue Christ in their lives.

Song of Thanks                                 Psalm 8

Benediction*

O Lord, our Lord, how wondrous great is thine exalted name!
The glories of thine heavÕnly state

Let men and babes proclaim.
When I behold thy works on high,

The moon that rules the night,
And stars that well adorn the sky,

Those moving worlds of light;

Lord, what is man, or all his race, who dwells so far below,
That thou shouldst visit him with grace,

And love his nature so?
That thine eternal Son should bear

To take a mortal form;
Made lower than his angels are,

To save a dying worm?

Let him be crowned with majesty, who bowed his head to death;
And be his honors sounded high,

By all things that have breath.
Jesus, our Lord, how wondrous great

Is thine exalted name!
The glories of thy heavÕnly state
Let the whole earth proclaim.

(to the tune of “There is a Fountain Filled with Blood”)



Notes
The Gospel of John

“Meeting a Stranger”
John 1:6-13

The Indecent God

The Descent of God

The Descendants of God



Taking Worship Home
Introduction:  
The eternal Word, whom John calls the Òtrue lightÓ in 1:9, became present in the world by 
virtue of the Incarnation. His presence was in spite of the entire created orderÕs ignorance 
and rejection of his light. The good news is that his presence is synonymous with salvation 
and our transformation from strangers to sons. 

Discussion:
The great irony of John 1 is the estrangement that exists between the Creator and his crea-
tion (1:10). How does this estrangement help us understand and defend the doctrine of crea-
tion? That is, why is redemption even necessary if the Creator and his creation are essentially 
related to one another?

Explanation:
1.  Read verse 7. How would you define witness? How does the meaning of the verse change 
by giving the word a ÒforensicÓ meaning? Hoes does your understanding of JohnÕs roll change 
is you see him less as an evangelist and more as a divine appointed spokesman who reads out 
the legal charges against GodÕs creation, putting the darkness in the wrong? 
2.  Read verse 12. Is this ÒrightÓ to sonship inherent or a privilege granted by God?

Application:
The popular metaphor of being Òborn againÓ can be traced to John (both here and in chap-
ter 3). What difference does the new birth make? How have you experienced the implication 
of the new birth in your own life?



Announcements
To assist your own and your neighbor’s ability to worship please turn off all cell phones.

Visitors: Please help us to get to know you better and fill out a visitors card, which you can 
find on the back table.  Give it to an usher, drop it in the offering bag, or put it in ÒThe 
BoxÓ on the book table.  Pick up a free book from our book table as our gift to you.

Financial Help: Please consider a gift to help those in need, mark it Òfinancial help.Ó

Adult Sunday School:  Join us for Sunday school January 3rd and 10th as guest teacher Leon 
Brown (www.evangelismteam.com) teaches on evangelism.  Beginning January 17th we will 
begin a new Sunday School program that is intended to help train believers to share their 
faith in their day-to-day lives.

Help Needed:  Jed Paschall's brother, Nate, is relocating to the area later this month and is in 
need of full-time work. If you know of any openings, please let Jed know at 
 jedpaschall@gmail.com.

Christ, Kingdom, & Culture Conference at Westminster Seminary California January 15-
16, 2010.  

Volunteer Schedule:

3-Jan 10-Jan 17-Jan 24-Jan

Trailer Team Vazzana Vazzana Vazzana Vazzana

Sound Hammond Hammond Hammond Hammond

Hospitality Marsh
Avila

Bernard

Felden
Cuevas
Jenson

Dilworth
Mallon
Medina

Gunnerson
Merchant
Landry

Ushers
Avila

Gunnerson
Avila

Gunnerson
Avila

Gunnerson
Avila

Gunnerson

Nursery Lund Misiti Paschall
Felden

Hammond

Preschool
Landry
Felden

Weaver
Marsh

Recio
Dilworth

LaBonte
Freeman

Younger Elementary Vazzana Vazzana Vazzana Vazzana 

Older Elementary AvilaAvilaAvilaAvila

mailto:jedpaschall@gmail.com
mailto:jedpaschall@gmail.com


Contact
Christ Presbyterian Church           christpca.net
27570 Commerce Center Dr., #228         951.699.3484
Temecula, CA 92590          Fax: 699.3592

Worshipping together Sundays at 10:30 a.m.
Chaparral High School

(corner of Winchester and Nicolas)

Staff
Eric Landry, pastor         elandry@christpca.net
Robert Recio, assistant           rrecio@christpca.net
Brian Lund, intern            brianjohnlund@gmail.com

Session
Lew Castle            bobiloo@verizon.net
Mike DeWit            dewit2@mac.com
Gary Gunnerson           gmail40@verizon.net

Prayer
Tear off this list and put it on your re-
frigerator or in your Bible as a re-
minder of the needs of your brothers 
and sisters in Christ when you sit down 
to pray.
¥ Pray for Meredith LaBonteÕs friend 

Mike, a father of three young chil-
dren who recently lost his wife to 
cancer.  Pray that Christ would be 
his greatest comfort in the face of 
such overwhelming tragedy.

¥ Pray for Kyle ShearsÕ father, Rich-
ard who was recently diagnosed 
with prostate cancer.

¥ Pray for the missionaries serving our 
church and the broader kingdom of 
God through their service in foreign 
lands.  Pray that they would have 
adequate financial support and that 
God would bless their efforts with 
conversions.

¥ Pray that we would be faithful in our 
efforts of evangelism.  Pray especially 
for opportunities to share the gospel 
with your friends, neighbors, and 
loved ones.

¥ Pray for Grace PCA of Yorba Linda 
(our overseeing church), its pastor, 
elders, deacons, and members.

¥ Pray for Providence PCA in the Palm 
Desert and her pastor Clayton Willis

¥ Pray for Casey West, Jesse Flores, 
Charles Walker, Andy Richards and 
other servicemen and women serving 
our country

¥ Pray for those in our church and the 
community who are struggling to 
make ends meet.

mailto:bobiloo@verizon.net
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