


Welcome
WeÕre glad that youÕve joined with us to worship God.  Please stay after the service and get to 
know others in our community who are calling Christ Presbyterian Church Òhome.Ó  If you 
have any questions about our church, feel free to contact us using the numbers in the back of 
the bulletin.

Our Worship
Our service has an intentional structure designed to reflect our belief that worship is a con-
versation between God and His people.  We invite you first to consider why you have come to 
worship by reflecting on a thought, a verse, a lyric, or a quote.  Then, we all respond to 
GodÕs calling us to worship Him.  But, upon responding to that call, we realize that we must 
be reminded of the cleansing given to us through Christ.  God then gives us His charter as 
we hear Him speak through the Scripture.  That is followed by the heavenly feast called 
communion.  God dismisses us with His blessing in the commission.

Your Children
We offer three classes during the service for your young children.  Babies through two years 
of age are invited to attend our nursery (nursing mothers are also welcome to use this room). 
Children ages two through four may attend our preschool class. This class, like a Sunday 
school class, has an age-appropriate curriculum. We have also developed a new Getting 
Ready class which is designed to help your children understand and profit from the worship 
service.  This class meets for six weeks at a time and then breaks to allow the children time to 
put into practice what they are learning by sitting with their parents. The children are dis-
missed during the Song of Preparation and return during the Communion song to sit with 
their parents. Although children of any age are invited to participate in this class, it is espe-
cially designed for children ages four through six.

The Lord’s Supper
Our church partakes of the LordÕs Supper every week.  We welcome to the table all baptized 
Christians who are trusting in Christ alone for their salvation, have made public profession 
of their faith, and are accountable as members of a Protestant church.  We offer both red 
wine and white grape juice in the communion tray.  If you have any questions, please see the 
pastor.



Consider
We are not attracted to God merely because of his great love. We instinctively know we need 
more than a divine grandfather who pats us on the head, or a cosmic bellhop who fulfills all 
our wishes, or a buddy and traveling companion. There is also something strangely and fear-
somely attractive about the one who forms light and creates darkness, whose love is not only 
great but terrible.
-Mark Galli
 
I remember well the day we wed
I can see that picture in my head
Love isn't just those words we said
It's something that we do
There's no request too big or small
We give ourselves, we give our all
Love isn't someplace that we fall
It's something that we do
-Clint Black
 

March 7, 2010

In the name of Jesus, this church opens wide her doors and offers welcome
to all who sin and need a Savior;

to all who are spiritually weak and seek rest;
to all who mourn and long for comfort;
to all who struggle and desire victory;

to all who are strangers and want fellowship;
to all who hunger and thirst after righteousness;

and to whomsoever will come.



Guide to the Worship Service
This guide to worship is written by the minister and provided to the congregation and our 
visitors in order (1) to assist them in their worship by explaining why we do what we do in 
worship and (2) to provide them with background on various elements of the service.  Each 
week a different element of the service is explained.

The Sermon            The Great and Terrible Love of God 
We say that God is love and that God loves but do we really grasp the meaning or signifi-
cance of what we say? ItÕs easy to misunderstand GodÕs love for us because our love for others 
is so often self-directed while GodÕs love is not. In this, the most famous verse of the Bible, 
we come face to face with GodÕs love: conceived not as a character trait or feeling but as an 
action. The action centers on the giving of Jesus, GodÕs son and it results in our giving our-
selves as GodÕs new sons. 

The Music                              Nothing But the Blood
This popular American folk hymn takes up an important and often misunderstood aspect of 
Christian theology: sacrifice and cleansing.  In Old Testament Israel, the sacrifices reminded 
the people of God that sin had made them unfit for God and God required an atonement ( 
a sacrifice) to make them right with him again.  But all the blood of bulls and goats could 
never put away sin.  Only the sacrifice of God himself, subjecting himself to his own curse, 
could forever heal the breach that sin had caused.  God in Jesus Christ became for his people 
the final, ultimate sacrifice that washes us, makes us whole, pardons, and cleanses us.  Noth-
ing we can do (not our own sacrifice nor our own good deeds) can accomplish what the 
blood of God can accomplish for us.  This news makes this song a song of praise and hope. 

The Service                   Pastoral Prayer & Congregational Prayer
Each week we give a substantial portion of our worship time to prayer.  We believe that part 
of our proper worship of God is to come to him as his humble subjects, adoring him, con-
fessing our sins to him, thanking him for his goodness to us, and presenting our requests to 
him.  This Sunday we are using the LordÕs Prayer as a form to direct our own prayers to God.



Calling
Welcome and Announcements

Call to Worship*                     Galatians 1:3-5

Hymn of Praise*                             Psalm 8

O LORD, our Lord, how wondrous great is thine exalted name!
The glories of thine heavÕnly state

Let men and babes proclaim.
When I behold thy works on high,

The moon that rules the night,
And stars that well adorn the sky,

Those moving worlds of light;

Lord, what is man, or all his race, who dwells so far below,
That thou shouldst visit him with grace,

And love his nature so?
That thine eternal Son should bear

To take a mortal form;
Made lower than his angels are,

To save a dying worm?

Let him be crowned with majesty, who bowed his head to death;
And be his honors sounded high,

By all things that have breath.
Jesus, our Lord, how wondrous great

Is thine exalted name!
The glories of thy heavÕnly state
Let the whole earth proclaim.

(to the tune of ÒThere is a Fountain Filled with BloodÓ)



Cleansing
The Law of God              From Exodus 20
You shall have no other gods before me.  You shall not make a graven image.  You shall not 
take the name of the Lord your God in vain.  Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.  
Honor your father and mother.  You shall not kill.  You shall not commit adultery.  You shall 
not steal.  You shall not bear false witness.  You shall not covet.

Silent Confession

Unison Prayer of Confession
Almighty, eternal, merciful God and Father, we confess that we have sinned in many ways against you 
and your commandments: we have put our faith more in creatures than in you; we have created idols in 
our hearts, and bowed down and served them; we have misused your name; we have not kept your day 
holy; we have been disobedient to all those to whom we owe honor and obedience; we have not respected 
life; we have been unchaste, delighting in the sins of the flesh; we have been greedy and unwilling to 
admit our love of the things of this world; we have shaded, twisted, and denied truth; we have longed for 
the possessions and loved ones of others.  Father, we pray that you would forgive us of these and all our 
sins.  Keep and preserve us that we may walk only in your ways and live according to your will, through 
Jesus Christ our Savior.  Amen.

The Gospel                               Romans 8:31-39
What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did 
not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously 
give us all things? Who shall bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. 
Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died- more than that, who was raised- who 
is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. Who shall separate us from the 
love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or dan-
ger, or sword? As it is written, "For your sake we are being killed all the day long; we are re-
garded as sheep to be slaughtered." No, in all these things we are more than conquerors 
through him who loved us. For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, 
nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else 
in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Absolution



Response                  Out of the Depths (Psalm 130)



Charter
Hearing God’s Voice in the Bible                  Daniel 7

Pastoral Prayer

Congregational Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.

Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen.

Song of Preparation*                                                    Words Next Page

The Scripture Reading*                                   John 3:14-21

The Sermon                   Rev. Eric Landry
The Gospel of John

“The Great and Terrible Love of God”
           

Confession of Faith            The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth;

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

Born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,

Was crucified, dead, and buried: he descended into hell†;

The third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven,

And sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.

From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy catholicà church; the communion of saints;

The forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.

   Òdescended into hellÓ means his literally experiencing GodÕs wrath
à Òcatholic churchÓ means the universal church



Song of Preparation               Nothing But the Blood

words and music by Robert Lowry (1876)

What can wash away my sin? Nothing but the blood of Jesus;
What can make me whole again? Nothing but the blood of Jesus.

Oh! precious is the flow that makes me white as snow;
No other fount I know, nothing but the blood of Jesus.

For my cleansing, this I see, nothing but the blood of Jesus;
For my pardon this my plea, nothing but the blood of Jesus.

Oh! precious is the flow that makes me white as snow;
No other fount I know, nothing but the blood of Jesus.

Nothing can for sin atone, nothing but the blood of Jesus;
Naught of good that I have done, nothing but the blood of Jesus.

Oh! precious is the flow that makes me white as snow;
No other fount I know, nothing but the blood of Jesus.

This is all my hope and peace, nothing but the blood of Jesus;
This is all my righteousness, nothing but the blood of Jesus.

Oh! precious is the flow that makes me white as snow;
No other fount I know, nothing but the blood of Jesus.



Communion
We welcome to the table all baptized Christians who are trusting in Christ alone for their salva-
tion, have made public profession of faith, and are communicants in good standing in any evan-
gelical church.  The bread and the wine will be passed to you.  Please hold the elements so that 
we partake of them together.  We offer both red wine and white grape juice in the communion 
tray.

The LordÕs Supper is a time of table fellowship between the risen Lord Jesus Christ and His 
church.  It is not a private take-out meal.  To receive the bread and wine rightly you must belong 
to Him by faith, and to His covenant people.

If you are a Christian who is disconnected from the body of Christ, we would encourage you to 
speak with the pastor after the service in order to find out more about church membership.  
Consider this prayer and make it your own:

Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you as your baptized, set-apart people in a life of committed 
discipleship in your church.  Grant that I may take the necessary steps to be one with your people in 
practice, and live in the fullness of your Spirit.

If, on the other hand, you are not a Christian, please know that we are glad that you are here.  
Our desire is not to be exclusive, but to open up our arms and welcome you to this world-wide 
communion with the Son of God who was crucified for sinners.  WeÕd urge you to place your 
faith in Jesus and to speak with someone after the service about becoming a Christian.  Consider 
this prayer and make it your own:

Father, I abandon this day my own attempts to try to know you, to try to enter into heaven apart from 
your Son, the perfect sacrifice, Jesus Christ.  Grant me the faith to cling to Him as my forgiveness, my 
righteousness and my eternal life.

For those who are saying ÒyesÓ to the kingdom of God in their hearts and lives, communion of-
fers a unique opportunity to see God speak.  When you receive the bread and wine by faith, you 
can have confidence that God is working in your life and that you are being transformed by the 
benefits of ChristÕs life and death for you.  The LordÕs Supper--just as much as the preached 
Word of God--is an active agent of your sanctification.  Consider this prayer and make it your 
own:

Father, I am weak and wounded.  My faith is small and my needs are great.  Use these earthly ele-
ments to confirm in me a heavenly hope.  Nourish my faith as I lift my heart to heaven to commune 
with you there.  Feed my soul as I feast on Christ and his benefits.

Words of Institution                First Corinthians 11:23-29



Communion Hymn                       Psalm 25:1-7

To Thee I lift my soul, O Lord; I trust in Thee,
My God; let me not be ashamed nor foes exult oÕer me.

Yea, none that wait on Thee shall be ashamed at all;
But those that wantonly transgress, upon them shame shall fall.

Show me Thy ways, O Lord; Thy paths, O teach Thou me,
And do Thou lead me in Thy truth; therein my teacher be.

For Thou art God that dostto me salvation send,
And I upon Thee all the day expecting do attend.

Thy tender mercies, Lord, to mind do Thou recall,
And lovingkindness, for they have been through ages all.

My sins of youth, my faults, do Thou, O Lord, forget;
In lovingkindness think on me and for Thy goodness great.

(to the tune of Breathe on Me, Breath of GodÓ)



Commission
Tithes and Offerings
If you are visiting with us, please do not feel obligated to give.  Our church depends upon the 
generous gifts of those who partner with us in seeking to pursue Christ in their lives.

Song of Thanks                    Sinners, Rejoice, Your Peace is Made 

Benediction*

words: John & Charles Wesley (1857)
music: Robert Recio (2008)

Sinners, rejoice: your peace is made; your Savior on the cross hath bled:
Your God, in Jesus reconciled, on all His works again hath smiled;

Hath grace through Him and blessing givÕn, to all in earth and all in HeavÕn.

Angels rejoice in JesusÕ grace, and vie with manÕs more favored race;
The blood that did for us atone, conferred on them some gift unknown;

Their joy through JesusÕ pains abounds, they triumph by His glorious wounds.

Him they beheld, our conquering God, returned with garments rolled in blood!
They saw, and kindled at the sight, and filled with shouts the realms of light;

With loudest hallelujahs met, and fell, and kissed His bleeding feet.

They saw Him in the courts above. With all His recent prints of love;
The wounds, the blood! they heard its voice, that heightened all their highest joys;

They felt it sprinkled through the skies, and shared that better sacrifice.

Not angel tongues can eÕer express the unspeakable happiness;
Nor human hearts can eÕer conceive the bliss wherein through Christ they live,

But all your HeavÕn, ye glorious powers, and all your God, is doubly ours!



Notes
The Gospel of John

“The Great and Terrible Love of God”
John 3:14-21

How Does God Love Us?

What Does God Love Us To?



Taking Worship Home
Introduction:  
GodÕs love isnÕt something that he feels, its something that he does. Because God loves by 
sending his Son to be a Savior, we can be assured of GodÕs love toward us even when we are 
unlovely.

Discussion:
Think about the difference between Òneed-loveÓ and gift-love.Ó Where do you experience gift-
love most often in your life? What does that tell you about your relationship with God?

Explanation:
1. Does the sending of GodÕs Son indicate the degree of GodÕs love for the world or the 
manner in which he expresses his love for the world?
2. How is this discussion of GodÕs love connected to last weekÕs passage: the conversation 
with Nicodemus and MosesÕ lifting up of the serpent in the wilderness?
3. What is the relationship between judgment and condemnation in this passage? How does 
past guilt, present sin, and future judgment all come into play here?

Application:
1. Is John making a distinction between people who are inherently good and inherently evil 
in verses 19-21? In what way does this prevent you from thinking of yourself in better terms 
than you might consider your unbelieving neighbor?
2. In what areas of your life have you been changed by the freely given love of someone else? 
How does that experience give you insight into the love of God that changes those whom it 
touches?
3. What kind of deeds (verse 21) most accurately reflect the transforming love of God ex-
pressed on the cross? 



Announcements
To assist your own and your neighbor’s ability to worship please turn off all cell phones.

Visitors: Please help us to get to know you better and fill out a visitors card, which you can 
find on the back table.  Give it to an usher, drop it in the offering bag, or put it in ÒThe 
BoxÓ on the book table.  Pick up a free book from our book table as our gift to you.

Financial Help: Please consider a gift to help those in need, mark it Òfinancial help.Ó

Spring Forward March 14th:  Remember to turn your clocks ahead this coming Saturday 
night before you go to bed as Daylight savings time has already arrived.

Current Sunday School classes will be wrapping up on March 28.

Getting Ready Class: Our Getting Ready class will be starting again on April 11.  It will be 
running for six weeks until May 16.  This class is intended to introduce to your children what 
goes on in the worship service.

Upcoming Conferences:  The West Coast Ligonier Conference on the topic of ÒChristless 
ChristianityÓ will be held at Grace Community Church in Los Angeles March 26-27.  Speak-
ers include Michael Horton, John MacArthur, and R. C. Sproul.  For more information visit 
http://www.ligonier.org/events/2010-west-coast-conf/.  Also, this year the annual Growing 
Reformed Churches Conference at the First United Reformed Church in Chino, CA will be held 
April 23-24 and is entitled, ÒReformed Spirituality for the 21st Century: Faithful Living in 
Postmodern Times.Ó  Speakers include W. Robert Godfrey, Dennis Johnson, Rankin Wil-
bourne, and others.  More information can be found at www.chinourc.org

Volunteer Schedule:

21-Feb 28-Feb 7-March 14-March 21-March

Trailer Team Felden Felden Castle Castle Castle

Sound Mallon Mallon Vazzana Vazzana Vazzana

Hospitality Felden
Cuevas
Jenson

Dilworth
Mallon
Medina

Gunnerson
Merchant
Landry

Carter
Burkhard

Misiti

Marsh
Avila

Bernard

Ushers
Castle

Merchant
Castle

Merchant
Avila

Gunnerson
Avila

Gunnerson
Avila

Gunnerson

Nursery Paschall
Hammond

Felden
Cuevas Lund Misiti

Preschool
LaBonte
Freeman

Landry
Felden

Weaver 
Marsh

Recio
Dilworth

LaBonte
Freeman



Contact
Christ Presbyterian Church           christpca.net
PO Box 103                    951.699.3484
Murrieta, CA 92564          Fax: 699.3592

Worshipping together Sundays at 10:30 a.m.
Chaparral High School

(corner of Winchester and Nicolas)

Staff
Eric Landry, pastor         elandry@christpca.net
Robert Recio, assistant           rrecio@christpca.net
Brian Lund, intern            brianjohnlund@gmail.com

Session
Lew Castle            bobiloo@verizon.net
Mike DeWit            dewit2@mac.com
Gary Gunnerson           gmail40@verizon.net

Prayer
Tear off this list and put it on your re-
frigerator or in your Bible as a re-
minder of the needs of your brothers 
and sisters in Christ when you sit down 
to pray.
¥ Pray for our ministry to college stu-

dents through Reformed University 
Fellowship, an outreach of our de-
nomination using ordained ministers 
to meet the spiritual needs of college 
students on campuses across the 
country.

¥ Pray for our youth who need to know 
both the power of the gospel in their 
daily living and the love of Christ.  
Pray that as they know and experi-
ence Jesus they could share his love 
with others.

¥ Pray for Providence PCA in the Palm 
Desert and her pastor Clayton Willis

¥ Pray for Casey West, Jesse Flores, 
Andy Richards, Charles Walker and 
other servicemen and women serving 
our country

¥ Pray for those in our church and the 
community who are struggling to 
make ends meet.

mailto:bobiloo@verizon.net
mailto:bobiloo@verizon.net

