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Welcome

WeOre glad that youOve joined with us to worship God. Please stay after the service and
know others in our community who are calling Christ Presbyterian Church Ohome.O If yo
have any questions about our church, feel free to contact us using the numbers in the bac
of the bulletin.

Our Worship

Our service has an intentional structure designed to reflect our belief that worsbhip is a
versatiobetween God and His people. We invite you firsbtsiderwhy you have come to
worship by reflecting on a thought, a verse, a lyric, or a quote. Then, we all respond to
GodOsallingus to worship Him. But, upon responding to that call, we realize that we mus
be reminded of theleansinggiven to us through Christ. God then gives ushisteras

we hear Him speak through the Scripture. That is followed by the heavenly feast called
communion. God dismisses us with His blessing irctmemission

Your Children

We love kids! And we try to make them feel welcome during our worship service. You ca
help your children profit from the service by working through the kidOs bulletin with them.
We offer two classes during the service for your young children: Babiesdheyagh of

age are invited to attend our nursery (nursing mothers are also welcome to use the room)
Children agedwothroughfourmay attend our preschool class. This class, like a Sunday
school class, has an age-appropriate curriculum. Childrefivagad above should sit

with their parents during the service.

The LordOs Supper

Our church partakes of the LordOs Supper every week. We welcome to the table all bapt
Christians who are trusting in Christ alone for their salvation, have made public profession
of their faith, and are accountable as members of a Protestant dheroffer both red

wine and white grape juice in the communion. tidyou have any questions, please see the
pastor.

* Please stand as you are able
1 Read thetalicizeghortions of the service together
© All songs used by permission, CCLI license #2797793



December 13, 2009

Consider: Advent

Why Advent?

Although Presbyterian and Reformed churches are not known for OkeepingO the-church cal
endar, a limited use of the liturgical seasons is an appropriate way to commemorate the higt
points of the Gospel message along with our brothers and sisters in Christ in other branches
of the Church. By doing so, we are also able to emphasize for our friends and neighbors the
Christian nature of what have nearly become the wholly secular holidays of Christmas and
Easter.

Advent is the OseasonO of the churchOs calendar the precedes the celebration of Christma
The season of Advent, a season of waiting, is designed to cultivate our awareness of GodO:s
actionsNpast, present, and future. In Advent we hear the prophecies of the MessiahOs comi
as addressed to usNpeople who wait for JesusO Second Coming. In Advent, we heighten ot
anticipation for the ultimate fulfillment of all Old Testament promises, when the wolf will
lie down with the lamb, death will be swallowed up, and every tear will be wiped away.

For the four Sundays before Christmas, our services will feel slightly different as we incorpo
rate different elements into the service, prior to the call to worship: a Scripture reading,
prayer, and song. The Advent wreath and candles are primarily seasonal decorations; they
serve a secondary purpose of reminding us of the different themes that mark our Advent
reflections: hope, peace, love, and joy.

Advent Love

Love is an easy thing to speak of, but a far more difficult thing to see. And the examples of
love we often think of (the passionate Hollywood kiss, extravagant gifts, beautiful-poetic ex
pressions) donOt help us to see the underlying covenant and commitment that true love pre
supposes. The Incarnation of the Second Person of the Gaglhragktravagant gift,

GodOs love for ispassionate, and the BibleOs story of rederigitieautiful poetry. And
underlying all of these expressions of divine love is GodOs covenantal commitment made be
fore the foundation of the earth to save a people for himself.

As your Christmas season brings you into contact with loved ones (both near and estranged
may your expressions of love reflect and be the fruit of this great love of God toward us. Ma
your love go far beyond what our culture expects of love by extending even to those in your

life who are unlovable. For, GodOs greatest gift of love was a sacrifice to reconcile us to Go



Welcome and Announcements

Advent Reading and Hymn O Love That Will Not Let Me Go
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words: George Matheson (1882)
music: Christopher Miner (1997)



Calling

Call to Worship*

Hymn of Praise*

Isaiah 40:27-31

To Christ the Lord
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Your love 13 a mel-o - dy Our hearts can't help but

words: Samuel Stennett (d. 1795)
music: Laura Taylor (2001)



Cleansing

The Law of God The Greatest Commandment

You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all youl
mind. This is the great and first commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love youl
neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.

Silent Confession

Unison Prayer of Confession

Gracious God and merciful Father, we confess that we have sinned against you and youl
word and deed, in thoughts and motivesNdaily we have proven that sin remains within us
O Lord, of the penalties for breaking your law and may its condemnation cause us to lift o
hills, from whence our help comes: our savior, Jesus Christ. May we be found in him ev
benefit from his obedience and sacrifice that the law is no longer a terror to us, but a goo
lives of gratitude before you.

The Gospel Galatians 4:4-7
But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born un
der the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption a
sons. And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, cryin
"Abba! Father!" So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through
God.

Absolution



Response

Pensive, Doubting, Fearful Heart
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words: John Newton (1779)
music: Wendell Kimbrough (2004)



Charter

Pastoral Prayer

Congregational Prayer

O Lord Jesus Christ, who at Your first coming sent Your messenger to prepare Your way
grant that the ministers and stewards of Your mysteries may likewise so prepare and mak
way, by turning the hearts of the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, that at Your secon
judge the world we may be found an acceptable people in Your sight, who lives and reigns
ther and the Holy Spirit, ever one God, world without end. Amen.

Song of Preparation* Words Next Page
The Scripture Reading* 1 John 2:28-3:3
The Sermon Rev. Eric Landry

Christmas and Consummation: Waiting for Heaven on Earth
OTrue SightO

Confession of Faith The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,

of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of his Father befc
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father; by whom all things wer:
who for us and our salvation came down from heaven,
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, and was made man,;
and was crucified also for us under Pontious Pilate; he suffered and was buried;
and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures, and ascended into he
and is seated at the right hand of the Father;
and he shall come again, with glory, to judge both the living and the dead;
whose kingdom shall have no end.
And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
Who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified; who spoke by th
and we believe in one holy catinadliapostolic church;
we acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins;

and we look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Am
Ocatholic churchO means the universal church



Song of Preparation
Behold the lofty sky declares its Maker God.
And all his starry works on high proclaim his power abroad.
The darkness and the light still keep their course the same;
While night to day, and day to night, divinely teach his name.

In evOry diffOrent land their genOral voice is known;
They show the wonders of his hand, and orders of his throne.
All'in this land, rejoice, here he reveals his word;
We are not left to natureOs voice, to bid us know the Lord.

His statutes and commands are set before our eyes;
He puts his gospel in our hands; there our salvation lies.

His laws are just and pure, his truth without deceit,

His promises forever sure, and his rewards are great.

Not honey to the taste affords so much delight,
Nor gold that has the furnace passed so much allures the sight.
While of thy works I sing, Thy glory to proclaim,
Accept the praise, my God, my King, in my RedeemerOs name.
(to the tune of OThis is My FatherOs WorldO)

Psalm 19



Communion

We welcome to the table all baptized Christians who are trusting in Christ alone for their salva
tion, have made public profession of faith, and are accountable as members of a Protestant
church. The bread and the wine will be passed to you. Please hold the elements so that we |

take of them togethelVe offer both red wine and white grape juice in the communion tray

The LordOs Supper is a time of table fellowship between the risen Lord Jesus Christ and His
church. It is not a private take-out meal. To receive the bread and wine rightly you must belol
to Him by faith, and to His covenant people.

If you are a Christian who is disconnected from the body of Christ, we would encourage you tt
speak with the pastor after the service in order to find out more about church membership.
Consider this prayer and make it your own:

Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you as your baptized, set-apart people in a life o
discipleship in your church. Grant that | may take the necessary steps to be one with yol
practice, and live in the fullness of your Spirit.

If, on the other hand, you are not a Christian, please know that we are glad that you are here.
Our desire is not to be exclusive, but to open up our arms and welcome you to this world-wide
communion with the Son of God who was crucified for sinners. WeOd urge you to place your
faith in Jesus and to speak with someone after the service about becoming a Christian. Cons
this prayer and make it your own:

Father, | abandon this day my own attempts to try to know you, to try to enter into heaver
your Son, the perfect sacrifice, Jesus Christ. Grant me the faith to cling to Him as my for
righteousness and my eternal life.

For those who are saying OyesO to the kingdom of God in their hearts and lives, cormmunion
fers a unique opportunity we€s0d speak. When you receive the bread and wine by faith, you
can have confidence that God is working in your life and that you are being transformed by the
benefits of ChristOs life and death for you. The LordOsi8sipgemuch as the preached

Word of Godis an active agent of your sanctification. Consider this prayer and make it your
own:

Father, | am weak and wounded. My faith is small and my needs are great. Use these e
ments to confirm in me a heavenly hope. Nourish my faith as I lift my heart to heaven to
with you there. Feed my soul as | feast on Christ and his benefits.

Words of Institution First Corinthians 11:23-29



Communion Hymn For All the Saints
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4. The golden evening brightens in the west;
Secon, soon to faithful warriors comes their rest;
Sweet is the calm of paradise the blest, alleluia. Allelu.

5. But lo! There breaks a yet more glorious day:
The saints triumphant rise in bright array:
The King of glory passes on his way, alleluia. Allelu.

6. From earth’s wide bounds, from ocean’s farthest coast,
Through gates of pearl streams in the countless host,
Singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, alleluia. Alleluia.

words: William W. How (1864)
music: Christopher Miner (1997)



Commission

Tithes and Offerings

If you are visiting with us, please do not feel obligated to give. Our church depends upon

the generous gifts of those who partner with us in seeking to
Song of Thanks

Robert Robinson, 1758

—gﬂuo I

pursue Christ in their lives.

Come, Thou Fount

Asahel Nettleton, 1825
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Benediction*



Notes

Christmas and Consummation: Waiting for Heaven on Earth
OTrue SightO
1 John 2:28-3:3



Advent Resources

Daily Devotions

November 30th

Genesis 3:1-20

Seed of Eve

December 1st

Genesis 22:1-18

Only Beloved Son and Sacrifice

December 2nd

Genesis 48:15-16; 49:8-10

Lion of Judah

December 3rd

Numbers 23:18-24; 24:3-9, 115

Star of Jacob

December 4th

Deuteronomy 18:14-22

A Prophet Like Moses

December 5th

2 Samuel 7:1-17

Son of David

December 6th Psalm 2 Messiah: Son of God and King
December 7th Psalm 16 and Job 19:23-27 | Holy One and Resurrected Redeemer
December 8th Psalm 22 The One Forsaken by God

December 9th Psalm 72 Royal Son, Deliverer of the Afflicted
December 10th Psalm 110 Priest and Lord at GodOs Right Hand
December 11th Isaiah 7:14, 9:1-7 Immanuel, Mighty God, Prince of Peace
December 12th Isaiah 11:1-10 The Branch from JesseOs Root
December 13th Isaiah 42:1-10 Covenant and Light of the Nations

December 14th

Isaiah 49:1-7; 50:4-11

Servant of Kings, Sustainer of the Weary

December 15th

Isaiah 52:13-53:12

Suffering Servant and Lamb of God

December 16th

Jeremiah 23:1-6; 33:14-19

Righteous Branch

December 17th

Ezekiel 34:1-31

The Good Shepherd

December 18th

Daniel 7:9-14 and Micah 5:2-1

Son of Man and Ruler from Bethlehem

December 19th

Zechariah 9:9-10; 12:10-13:1

King on a Donkey and Pierced Firstborn

December 20th

Malachi 3:1-4; 4:1-6

Covenant Messenger; Sun of Righteousn

December 21st Luke 1:5-38 Son of the Most High
December 22nd Luke 1:39-80 The Tender Mercies of God
December 23rd Matthew 1:18-25 Savior from Sin

December 24th John 1:1-14 Word Made Flesh

December 25th

Luke 2:1-20; Matthew 2:1-12

The Birth of Jesus

Helpful Books

Christ in Christmas: A Family Advent Celdiyra@mnes Dobson, Charles Swindoll, James Boice, etc.
Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus: Experiencing the Peace and Prdiyidetof Bipeastiigeon Duncan, etc.
A Family Advent: Keeping the Savior in thby5€asoras Nelson Books

Getting Ready for Christmas: A Daily Advent Prayer and Abjiwtyl@uzk Browne

Celebrate Christmas and the Beautiful Traditions loy XéhvieaStone Books



Announcements

Visitors: Please help us to get to know you better and fill out a visitors card, which you can find on
the back table. Give it to an usher, drop it in the offering bag, or put it in OThe BoxO on the book
table. Pick up Biee bookirom our book table as our gift to you.

Financial Help:Please consider a gift to help those in need, mark it Ofinancial help.O

Lessons and Carols Service Next Wéakr service will change significantly next week for eur an
nual Lessons and Carols service. This service, which originated at King's College Chapel in Cam
bridge, England, combines Scripture readings with familiar carols to tell the story of Jesus' birth in
creative and engaging way. We will have Sunday school at 9:00 a.m. But we will not offer a nurser
preschool class at 10:30 a.m. The nursery room will be open, but parents will need to be responsil
for their own children during the worship service.

Spring ScheduleiVe are in the process of making the Spring 2010 schedule for our Sunday School
and toddler classes as well as nursery workers. If you are interested in serving the chureh in this
pacity or would like to be removed from the schedule please contact Robert Recio at
rrecio@christpca.net.

Congregational Meeting Postponebhe congregational meeting that was to take place following the
service today has been postponed until further notice.

Help Needed Jed Paschall's brother, Nate, is relocating to the area later this month and is in need
full-time work. If you know of any openings, please let Jed knedpaschall@gmail.com

Christ, Kingdom, & Culture Conferencet Westminster Seminary California January 15-16, 2010.

Volunteer Schedule:

22-Nov 29-Nov 6-Dec 13-Dec 20-Dec

Trailer Team Felden Felden Castle Castle Castle
- Marsh Felden Dilworth Gunnerson Castle
Hospitality Avila Cuevas Mallon Merchant Vazzana
Bernard Jenson Medina Landry Recio

Ush Avila Avila Castle Castle Castle
shers Gunnerson Gunnerson Merchant Merchant Merchant

N Cuevas Lund Misiti Shear Felden
ursery Hammond

= hool Weaver Bernard Landry Recio Bernard
reschoo Marsh Dilworth Felden Freeman Dilworth
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Prayer Contact

Tear off this list and put it on your | Chrlst Presbyterian Church christpca.net

refrigerator or in your Bible as a re. po Box 103 951.699.3484

minder of the needs of your brother)rieta, CA 92564 Fax: 699.3592

and sisters in Christ when you sit

down to pray. Worshipping together Sundays at 10:30 a.m.
Chaparral High School

¥ Continue to pray for Meredith La: (corner of Winchester and Nicolas)

BaonteOs friend Annie, a young |
mother and wife who is fighting !
terminal cancer. |

¥ Pray for Kyle ShearsO father, Rlch
ard who was recently dlagnosed
with prostate cancer.

¥ Pray for our youth who need to knOW
both the power of the gospel in thelr
daily living and the love of Christ.

&
Murrieta Hot Springs Road  ¢f

07;}
&
&
)
-§$
Nicolas Road

- Staff
Pray that as they know and experi| _
ence Jesus they could share his IovlérIC Landry, pastor elandry@christpca.net
with others. - Robert Recio, assistant rrecio@christpca.net
¥ Pray for Providence PCA in the pahﬁrlan Lund, intern brianjohnlund@gmail.com

Desert and her pastor Clayton Wiliis
¥ Pray for Casey West, Jesse FIoresf Gepsion
other servicemen and women servihgw Castle bobiloo@verizon.net
our country. - Mike DeWit dewit2@mac.com
- Gary Gunnerson gmail40@verizon.net
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