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NextStep 103: The Spiritual Life 
 

WWeeeekk  ##22  ––  SSllaavveess  ooff  RRiigghhtteeoouussnneessss  
RRoommaannss  66::1155--2233  

KKeeyy  CCoonncceeppttss::  
 

Slaves of Righteousness 
The Power of Grace 
The Great Choice 
Wages of Sin 
Eternal Life 

 
BBaacckkggrroouunndd  ((RRoommaannss  66::11--1144))  
 
You were once slaves of sin (6:6-7). You did whatever your flesh or fallen human nature 
desired. As a believer in Christ, you were united with Christ by grace through faith. You 
were united with Christ in His death and in His resurrection. 
 
Having been united with Christ in His death, the old you (the “old man” or “old 
woman”) died. The old you was set free from sin. 
 
Having been united with Christ in His resurrection, the new you (the “new man” or “new 
woman”) is now alive to God. You are now able to present the whole you as 
instruments of righteousness to God. You were not able to do that before being united 
with Christ. 
 
 
SSllaavveess  ooff  RRiigghhtteeoouussnneessss  ((RRoommaannss  66::1155--2233))  
 
vv..  1155  ––  TThhee  PPoowweerr  ooff  GGrraaccee  
 
Paul asks, “Shall we sin…?” 
 
This passage began with a rhetorical question similar to that asked in 6:1, “Are we to 
continue in sin…?” The question asked in verse 1 is based on chapter 5; that is, those 
who respond to grace by faith are made righteous; they are justified; they are given the 
free gift of eternal life. 
 
The question asked in verse 15 is based on 6:1-14, or believers’ identity with Christ in His 
death and His resurrection. The question in verse 15 should be answered based on 
believers’ new position under grace, not on the basis of their justification as described in 
chapter 5. The first response to this question is the same as the former question, “God 
forbid!” 
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QQuueessttiioonnss::  
 

1. What is the significance of the different ways Paul presents the same verb in the 
two questions “Are we to continue in sin…”  (Romans 6:1) and  “Shall we sin…” 
(Romans 6:15)? 

 
 
 

2. What does Paul’s initial response to both questions tell us about the new man or 
the new woman’s ability to not sin?  

 
 
vv..  1166  ––  TThhee  GGrreeaatt  CChhooiiccee  
 
Believers in Christ now have a choice! You become a slave of whatever you choose to 
obey. You can be:  
 

1) a slave of sin (cf. John 8:34), or  
 
2) a slave of God. 

 
 
QQuueessttiioonnss::  
 

1. Can believers in Christ serve both sin and obedience (cf. Matthew 6:24)? Can 
believers ever be sinning and obeying at the same exact time? 

 
 

2. What are the consequences of being either a slave of sin or a slave of God? Will 
the Christian who sins die? Is our “righteousness” the result of our obedience? 

 
 
vv..  1177  ––  OObbeeddiieennccee  ttoo  RRiigghhtteeoouussnneessss  
  
You who were once slaves of sin (under sin’s dominion/realm), but something changed. 
You became obedient to truth (initially by believing in the Gospel and then by following 
the teachings of Jesus and the apostles).  
 
AA  ffeeww  oobbsseerrvvaattiioonnss::  
 

1. Christians must respond to objective truth, 
 
 

2. Christians are handed over to the truth, not vice-versa. There is no attempt to 
change truth, Christians allow the truth to change them as they obey it through 
Christ (cf. James 1:22),  
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3. Christians are to be committed to the truth because it plays a part in the process 
of spiritual transformation1 (or “sanctification;” see discussion below on v. 19). 

 
 
vv..  1188  ––  BBeeccoommiinngg  SSllaavveess  ooff  RRiigghhtteeoouussnneessss  
 
The result of being committed to apostolic teaching is the realization of freedom from 
the power of sin in daily living and constant growth in Christlikeness as a slave of 
righteousness (cf. Gal 5:16-24). 
 
 
QQuueessttiioonnss::  
 

1. Why should we be thankful to God for our faith in Christ? Should we be thankful 
to God for our daily obedience? Why or why not? 

 
 

2. What role does the reading, studying and memorization of Scripture play in our 
spiritual growth?  

 
vv..  1199  ––  ZZeeaalloouussllyy  PPrreesseennttiinngg  YYoouurrsseellff  ttoo  RRiigghhtteeoouussnneessss  
 
“Speaking in human terms” refers to Paul’s use of the slavery metaphor. This imagery 
helped communicate complex spiritual truths to an original audience familiar with 
slavery. 
 
A comparison is made between the former life, as slaves of sin, and the new life, as 
slaves of God (i.e. “slaves of righteousness,” v. 18). 
 
Christians now have a choice! You can present your members as:  
 

1) slaves to impurity and lawlessness (cf. 2 Cor 12:21, Eph 4:19, Col 3:5), or  
 
2) slaves of righteousness. 
 

“The term ‘sanctification’ means ‘holiness’ or `consecration’ and refers here to a 
spiritual and moral transformation in the believer ultimately brought about by the Spirit 
himself (2 Cor 3:18). The Spirit uses the word of God, the people of God, and 
circumstances to change us into the image of Christ (Rom 8:29). Thus the term refers to 
both a state as well as a process.”2 
 
 
 

                                             
1 See Greg Herrick, “Study and Exposition of Romans 6:15-23”, www.Bible.org. 
2 Ibid. 
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QQuueessttiioonnss::  
 

1. Is there any middle ground in to whom Christians present themselves (see verse 
16 above)?  

 
 

2. What is the Christian’s responsibility in his or her spiritual growth? 
 

 
vvss..  2200--2233  ––  TThhee  OOuuttccoommee  ooff  CChhooiiccee  
 
vvss..  2200--2211  
 
Before conversion, the old man or old woman was a slave of sin (i.e. in a state of sin or 
under sin’s dominion). They reaped no moral or spiritual benefit (lit. “fruit”) from their 
slavery to sin. (“Reap” is an agrarian metaphor commonly used by Paul to describe 
moral and spiritual realities).  
 
The outcome of sin is death. 
 
vv..  2222  
 
Now that Christians are freed from sin and united with Christ (new identity), they can 
choose to be a slave of sin or a slave of God. When they choose to be a slave of God, 
they will reap the benefit of moral righteousness (sanctification/holiness) and the fullness 
of eternal life (cf. John 10:10; 17:3). 
 
The outcome of obedience is eternal life. We do not earn eternal life through our 
obedience. Rather sanctification (or obedience) is the evidence that we are slaves to 
God with the promise of eternal life! 
 
In addition to being a future reality for Christians, eternal life is an immediate, present 
reality enjoyed by slaves of God.  
 
 
vv..  2233  ––  ““WWaaggeess  ooff  ssiinn  iiss  ddeeaatthh,,  bbuutt  tthhee  ffrreeee  ggiifftt  ooff  GGoodd  iiss  eetteerrnnaall  lliiffee……””  
 
The term “wages” (opsonia) is a military term for soldiers’ daily rations. Roman soldiers 
made money from booty taken in captured cities and a small wage. They lived on daily 
rations of salarium (salt) and opsonia (fish). The idea in verse 23 “is that a little bit of 
death, a little bit of separation from God, is measured out to you when you sin. The 
more that you sin, the more you open yourself to sin, and the farther you get from God 
spiritually.”3  

                                             
3 Allen Ross, “Exultation (Romans 5:1-6:23)”, Article 5 of 13 at www.Bible.org. Sin rules and 
commands its “army” and pays death to its “soldiers.” 
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On the other hand, God gives the free gift of eternal life. We accept this gift by grace 
through faith when we yield ourselves to God, or the indwelling work of the Holy Spirit. 
When we identify ourselves with Christ, we choose to be slaves of righteousness and 
thus experience a grace-inspired, morally victorious, spiritually abundant eternal life on 
earth.  
 
True freedom comes by making the choice to be slaves of righteousness. 
 
Just as we are justified by grace through faith, we are also being sanctified by grace 
through faith. We must have faith to keep living lives as slaves of righteousness. 
 
  
SSuummmmaarryy::  
 

Slave to Sin (vv. 20-21):    Slave to Righteousness (v. 22): 
1. Freedom = From righteousness  1. Freedom = From sin 
2. Fruit = ?     2. Fruit = Sanctification 
3. Future = Death    3. Future = Eternal life 

 
 
QQuueessttiioonnss::  
 

1. Is it possible for a Christian to be a slave of sin? If yes, why is that a problem? 
 
 

2. Are the “wages of sin” for Christians’ death, or does this principle apply only to 
non-believers? Where does grace enter the equation? 

 
 

3. How does anyone receive the “free gift of eternal life?” Is this gift something that 
concerns long-time Christians, or does it only apply to young believers?  

 
 

4. How does faith impact our daily decisions? How does faith contribute to our 
spiritual growth? 

 
 

DDeeffiinniittiioonn  ooff  tthhee  ““SSppiirriittuuaall  LLiiffee::””  
  
Part 1: “Understanding your identity in Christ …” 
 

Part 2: “… as a slave to righteousness …” 
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KKeeyy  TTeerrmmss::
 

Slave of sin 
Slave of righteousness 
Death 
Sanctification 
Eternal life 
Wages 
 

KKeeyy  VVeerrsseess::  
 

Romans 6:23 
Colossians 3:5 
John 17:3 

 
SSccrriippttuurree  MMeemmoorryy::  
 

“For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is 
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

(Romans 6:23, NASB). 
 
HHoommeewwoorrkk  AAssssiiggnnmmeenntt  ##22::  
 

1) Memorize Romans 6:23. 
 
 

2) NextStep APPLICATION: Does your decision to obey sin or obey God impact your 
spiritual life? Through the course of this week, document when you have to 
choose between being a slave of sin or a slave of righteousness. Ask God to 
grant you grace for obedience. Praise God for His grace when you chose God 
over sin! 

 
 

3) Read Romans 6 and review class notes. 
 
 
NNeexxtt  WWeeeekk::  RReelleeaasseedd  ffrroomm  tthhee  LLaaww  ((RRoommaannss  77::11--1122))  
  
“Teaser” Questions: 
 

1. If our former life was “in the flesh” (Romans 7:5), why does Paul indicate 
that we still struggle with “the flesh” (Romans 7:18, 25)? 
 

2. If the law is not evil, then how is it able to conjure up evil desires in us 
(Romans 7:5)? Do you see this principle at work in your own life? 


