
Topeka Bible Church 
The Life of Paul, Episode 41: 

“When Should We Insist on Our Rights?” 
Community Group Study Questions 
   Acts 22:21-29 and selected passages 

    
1.1.1.1.    Paul experienced continuous persecution during his ministry (Paul experienced continuous persecution during his ministry (Paul experienced continuous persecution during his ministry (Paul experienced continuous persecution during his ministry (Acts 22:22Acts 22:22Acts 22:22Acts 22:22; ; ; ; 14:1914:1914:1914:19; ; ; ; 2 2 2 2 

CorinthCorinthCorinthCorinthians 11:23ians 11:23ians 11:23ians 11:23----26262626))))???? How did he endure all of this persecution ( How did he endure all of this persecution ( How did he endure all of this persecution ( How did he endure all of this persecution (2 Corinthians 12:92 Corinthians 12:92 Corinthians 12:92 Corinthians 12:9----
10101010)? How have you dealt with persecution from those who don’t know Christ?)? How have you dealt with persecution from those who don’t know Christ?)? How have you dealt with persecution from those who don’t know Christ?)? How have you dealt with persecution from those who don’t know Christ?    

    
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.2.2.2.    What is the significance of throwing off cloaks and flinging dust in the air (What is the significance of throwing off cloaks and flinging dust in the air (What is the significance of throwing off cloaks and flinging dust in the air (What is the significance of throwing off cloaks and flinging dust in the air (Acts 22:23Acts 22:23Acts 22:23Acts 22:23;;;;        

7:587:587:587:58; ; ; ; 2222 Samuel 16:13 Samuel 16:13 Samuel 16:13 Samuel 16:13)? )? )? )? What was involved in “scourging/flogging” (What was involved in “scourging/flogging” (What was involved in “scourging/flogging” (What was involved in “scourging/flogging” (Acts 22:24Acts 22:24Acts 22:24Acts 22:24)? )? )? )? 
Consult a Bible Dictionary or Bible Commentary to find out more about the cultural Consult a Bible Dictionary or Bible Commentary to find out more about the cultural Consult a Bible Dictionary or Bible Commentary to find out more about the cultural Consult a Bible Dictionary or Bible Commentary to find out more about the cultural 
significance of these significance of these significance of these significance of these practicespracticespracticespractices....    

    
    
    
    
    
    
 
 
 
 
3.3.3.3.    Why did Paul tell the centurion that he was a Why did Paul tell the centurion that he was a Why did Paul tell the centurion that he was a Why did Paul tell the centurion that he was a Roman citizen (Roman citizen (Roman citizen (Roman citizen (Acts 22:25Acts 22:25Acts 22:25Acts 22:25))))???? Again,  Again,  Again,  Again, 

consult a Bible Commentary or some other resource to find out why Roman citizenship consult a Bible Commentary or some other resource to find out why Roman citizenship consult a Bible Commentary or some other resource to find out why Roman citizenship consult a Bible Commentary or some other resource to find out why Roman citizenship 
was so important. Why were these men so concerned when they discovered that Paul was so important. Why were these men so concerned when they discovered that Paul was so important. Why were these men so concerned when they discovered that Paul was so important. Why were these men so concerned when they discovered that Paul 
was born a Roman citizen (was born a Roman citizen (was born a Roman citizen (was born a Roman citizen (Acts 22:26Acts 22:26Acts 22:26Acts 22:26----29292929; ; ; ; 16:3716:3716:3716:37----39393939)?)?)?)?    

    
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



4.4.4.4.    Was it right for Paul to tell the centurion about his Roman citizenship in Was it right for Paul to tell the centurion about his Roman citizenship in Was it right for Paul to tell the centurion about his Roman citizenship in Was it right for Paul to tell the centurion about his Roman citizenship in Acts 22:25Acts 22:25Acts 22:25Acts 22:25????    
Why or why not? Why or why not? Why or why not? Why or why not? If we are told to lay down our lives for the sake of Jesus Christ (If we are told to lay down our lives for the sake of Jesus Christ (If we are told to lay down our lives for the sake of Jesus Christ (If we are told to lay down our lives for the sake of Jesus Christ (Luke Luke Luke Luke 
9:239:239:239:23----24242424), then how could Paul insist on his rights as a Roman citizen?), then how could Paul insist on his rights as a Roman citizen?), then how could Paul insist on his rights as a Roman citizen?), then how could Paul insist on his rights as a Roman citizen?    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
5.5.5.5.    We know that Jesus Himself did not insist on His rights when He was flogged and We know that Jesus Himself did not insist on His rights when He was flogged and We know that Jesus Himself did not insist on His rights when He was flogged and We know that Jesus Himself did not insist on His rights when He was flogged and 

crucified (crucified (crucified (crucified (Matthew 27:27Matthew 27:27Matthew 27:27Matthew 27:27----33331111; ; ; ; Isaiah 54:7Isaiah 54:7Isaiah 54:7Isaiah 54:7). In fact, Jesus denied Himself many ). In fact, Jesus denied Himself many ). In fact, Jesus denied Himself many ). In fact, Jesus denied Himself many 
privileges while here on earth (privileges while here on earth (privileges while here on earth (privileges while here on earth (Philippians 2:Philippians 2:Philippians 2:Philippians 2:5555----8888). What makes Paul’s situation different). What makes Paul’s situation different). What makes Paul’s situation different). What makes Paul’s situation different    
than that of than that of than that of than that of Jesus Jesus Jesus Jesus ChristChristChristChrist ( ( ( (Acts 19:21Acts 19:21Acts 19:21Acts 19:21; ; ; ; 23232323:11:11:11:11))))????        

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6666....    How might you utilize your American citizenship as a means of furthering the gospel of How might you utilize your American citizenship as a means of furthering the gospel of How might you utilize your American citizenship as a means of furthering the gospel of How might you utilize your American citizenship as a means of furthering the gospel of 

Jesus ChristJesus ChristJesus ChristJesus Christ???? How can you personally reconcile  How can you personally reconcile  How can you personally reconcile  How can you personally reconcile standing up for your rights while also standing up for your rights while also standing up for your rights while also standing up for your rights while also 
laying down your lifelaying down your lifelaying down your lifelaying down your life and denying yourself for the gospel ( and denying yourself for the gospel ( and denying yourself for the gospel ( and denying yourself for the gospel (Luke 9:23Luke 9:23Luke 9:23Luke 9:23)? What will that )? What will that )? What will that )? What will that 
look like for you this week?look like for you this week?look like for you this week?look like for you this week?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Memory Verse: 
 
“As they stretched him out to flog him, Paul said to the centurion standing 
there, ‘Is it legal for you to flog a Roman citizen who hasn’t even been found 

guilty?’” 
(Acts 22:25, NIV) 


