
Topeka Bible Church 
The Life of Paul, Episode 8: 

“When Your Fifteen Minutes Arrives” 
Community Group Study Questions 

Matthew 21:1-11; Acts 14:8-18 
 
1.1.1.1.    Read closely the text of Read closely the text of Read closely the text of Read closely the text of Matthew 21:1Matthew 21:1Matthew 21:1Matthew 21:1----11111111. What do you notice about this very familiar . What do you notice about this very familiar . What do you notice about this very familiar . What do you notice about this very familiar 

text that youtext that youtext that youtext that you may not have noticed before may not have noticed before may not have noticed before may not have noticed before???? What is the significance of Matthew’s What is the significance of Matthew’s What is the significance of Matthew’s What is the significance of Matthew’s use  use  use  use 
of Old Testament passages (of Old Testament passages (of Old Testament passages (of Old Testament passages (Zechariah 9:9Zechariah 9:9Zechariah 9:9Zechariah 9:9 and  and  and  and Psalm Psalm Psalm Psalm 118:26118:26118:26118:26))))????    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.2.2.2.    Where do you struggle most often to life out the great virtue of humility? Why is it Where do you struggle most often to life out the great virtue of humility? Why is it Where do you struggle most often to life out the great virtue of humility? Why is it Where do you struggle most often to life out the great virtue of humility? Why is it 

often so difficult to be genuoften so difficult to be genuoften so difficult to be genuoften so difficult to be genuinely humble? How might you specifically emulate Jesus inely humble? How might you specifically emulate Jesus inely humble? How might you specifically emulate Jesus inely humble? How might you specifically emulate Jesus 
Christ’s humble example this week?Christ’s humble example this week?Christ’s humble example this week?Christ’s humble example this week?    

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.3.3.3.    How do you explain the reaction of the crowd How do you explain the reaction of the crowd How do you explain the reaction of the crowd How do you explain the reaction of the crowd at Lystra at Lystra at Lystra at Lystra to the lame man’s healing in to the lame man’s healing in to the lame man’s healing in to the lame man’s healing in 

Acts 14:11Acts 14:11Acts 14:11Acts 14:11???? Why did they believe that Paul and Barnabas were gods? What Why did they believe that Paul and Barnabas were gods? What Why did they believe that Paul and Barnabas were gods? What Why did they believe that Paul and Barnabas were gods? What does this  does this  does this  does this 
say about our say about our say about our say about our human human human human tendency to attribute God’s tendency to attribute God’s tendency to attribute God’s tendency to attribute God’s miraculous worksmiraculous worksmiraculous worksmiraculous works to mere men? to mere men? to mere men? to mere men?    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4.4.4.4.    Who were Zeus and Hermes in the pantheon of ancient Greek mythology? Consult an Who were Zeus and Hermes in the pantheon of ancient Greek mythology? Consult an Who were Zeus and Hermes in the pantheon of ancient Greek mythology? Consult an Who were Zeus and Hermes in the pantheon of ancient Greek mythology? Consult an 

encyclopedia (or think back to high school humanities!). encyclopedia (or think back to high school humanities!). encyclopedia (or think back to high school humanities!). encyclopedia (or think back to high school humanities!). Considering their inConsidering their inConsidering their inConsidering their initial itial itial itial 
response, what is strange about the response of response, what is strange about the response of response, what is strange about the response of response, what is strange about the response of the the the the people of Lystrapeople of Lystrapeople of Lystrapeople of Lystra    in in in in Acts 14:19Acts 14:19Acts 14:19Acts 14:19????    

 
 
 
 

 



5.5.5.5.    Notice Notice Notice Notice Paul and BarnabasPaul and BarnabasPaul and BarnabasPaul and Barnabas’ response’ response’ response’ response to the priest of Zeus’ attempts to offer sacrifices  to the priest of Zeus’ attempts to offer sacrifices  to the priest of Zeus’ attempts to offer sacrifices  to the priest of Zeus’ attempts to offer sacrifices 
to them (to them (to them (to them (Acts 14:13Acts 14:13Acts 14:13Acts 14:13----15151515)))).... How quickly How quickly How quickly How quickly did  did  did  did theytheytheythey respond and what did they  respond and what did they  respond and what did they  respond and what did they say? What say? What say? What say? What 
does this example show us about our need to be prepared at all times to does this example show us about our need to be prepared at all times to does this example show us about our need to be prepared at all times to does this example show us about our need to be prepared at all times to 
communicate the gospel (communicate the gospel (communicate the gospel (communicate the gospel (1111 Peter 3:14 Peter 3:14 Peter 3:14 Peter 3:14----15151515)?)?)?)? Are you prepared? Why or why not? Are you prepared? Why or why not? Are you prepared? Why or why not? Are you prepared? Why or why not?    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6666....    To whom do Paul and Barnabas immediately turn the attention of the To whom do Paul and Barnabas immediately turn the attention of the To whom do Paul and Barnabas immediately turn the attention of the To whom do Paul and Barnabas immediately turn the attention of the crowdscrowdscrowdscrowds? How ? How ? How ? How 

might thmight thmight thmight this be similar to Jesus’ humble is be similar to Jesus’ humble is be similar to Jesus’ humble is be similar to Jesus’ humble response to the peoples’ praiseresponse to the peoples’ praiseresponse to the peoples’ praiseresponse to the peoples’ praise in  in  in  in Matthew 21Matthew 21Matthew 21Matthew 21?  ?  ?  ?  
What What What What do these accounts tell us about do these accounts tell us about do these accounts tell us about do these accounts tell us about what genuine humility really looks like?what genuine humility really looks like?what genuine humility really looks like?what genuine humility really looks like?    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7777....    What do verses 16 and 17 reveal about God’s character and His response to nonWhat do verses 16 and 17 reveal about God’s character and His response to nonWhat do verses 16 and 17 reveal about God’s character and His response to nonWhat do verses 16 and 17 reveal about God’s character and His response to non----

believers believers believers believers throughout history? Is this consistent with what you understand God’s throughout history? Is this consistent with what you understand God’s throughout history? Is this consistent with what you understand God’s throughout history? Is this consistent with what you understand God’s 
character to be? Why or why not? How should we respond?character to be? Why or why not? How should we respond?character to be? Why or why not? How should we respond?character to be? Why or why not? How should we respond?    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Memory Verse: 
 
“Men, why are you doing this? We too are only men, human like you. We 

are bringing you good news, telling you to turn from these worthless things 
to the living God, who made heaven and earth and sea and everything in 

them.” 
(Acts 14:15, NIV) 


