
 

 

Topeka Bible Church 
“Christmas according to John: The Baby was God” 

Community Group Study Questions 
John 1:1-18 and selected passages 

    
1.1.1.1.    WWWWhathathathat    wwwwords ords ords ords ddddoesoesoesoes    John use John use John use John use tttto starto starto starto start his gospel his gospel his gospel his gospel ( ( ( (John 1:1John 1:1John 1:1John 1:1)?)?)?)? Where else have you seen  Where else have you seen  Where else have you seen  Where else have you seen 

these words (these words (these words (these words (Genesis 1:1Genesis 1:1Genesis 1:1Genesis 1:1)? )? )? )? Why does John make this connectionWhy does John make this connectionWhy does John make this connectionWhy does John make this connection? How do these ? How do these ? How do these ? How do these 
openopenopenopening verses demonstrate the distinctiveness of the Word ing verses demonstrate the distinctiveness of the Word ing verses demonstrate the distinctiveness of the Word ing verses demonstrate the distinctiveness of the Word from God while also from God while also from God while also from God while also 
demonstrating the oneness of the Word and Goddemonstrating the oneness of the Word and Goddemonstrating the oneness of the Word and Goddemonstrating the oneness of the Word and God ( ( ( (John 5:18John 5:18John 5:18John 5:18; ; ; ; Philippians 2:6Philippians 2:6Philippians 2:6Philippians 2:6))))????    

    
    
 
  
 
2.2.2.2.    HHHHow instrumental was/is the Word in ow instrumental was/is the Word in ow instrumental was/is the Word in ow instrumental was/is the Word in creating and creating and creating and creating and sustaining our existence (sustaining our existence (sustaining our existence (sustaining our existence (John 1:3John 1:3John 1:3John 1:3; ; ; ; 

1 Corinthians 8:61 Corinthians 8:61 Corinthians 8:61 Corinthians 8:6; ; ; ; Colossians 1:16Colossians 1:16Colossians 1:16Colossians 1:16----17171717)?)?)?)?    WWWWhat does John mean that hat does John mean that hat does John mean that hat does John mean that life was in life was in life was in life was in the the the the 
Word Word Word Word ((((John 1:4John 1:4John 1:4John 1:4; ; ; ; 5:265:265:265:26; ; ; ; 14:714:714:714:7;;;;    1 John 1:1 John 1:1 John 1:1 John 1:2222))))????    NNNNotice howotice howotice howotice how the theme of  the theme of  the theme of  the theme of ““““lifelifelifelife”””” permeate  permeate  permeate  permeate 
JohnJohnJohnJohn’’’’s gospel s gospel s gospel s gospel ((((John 3:16;John 3:16;John 3:16;John 3:16;    6:40;6:40;6:40;6:40;    10:10;10:10;10:10;10:10;    11:11:11:11:25252525----26262626).).).).    

    
    
    
    
 
 
3.3.3.3.    What does John mean when he writes that the WordWhat does John mean when he writes that the WordWhat does John mean when he writes that the WordWhat does John mean when he writes that the Word    was was was was alsoalsoalsoalso    LightLightLightLight ( ( ( (John John John John 1:31:31:31:3----4; 8:4; 8:4; 8:4; 8:11112; 2; 2; 2; 

9:9:9:9:5; 5; 5; 5; 12121212::::35353535))))????    WhWhWhWhy dy dy dy did id id id the darkthe darkthe darkthe darknessnessnessness    nnnnot cot cot cot compompompomprehenrehenrehenrehend or d or d or d or overoveroverovercome come come come the the the the LLLLightightightight? ? ? ? WhWhWhWhy diy diy diy did d d d 
the the the the worldworldworldworld n n n not ot ot ot knoknoknoknow w w w ((((JohJohJohJohn n n n 1111::::10101010) o) o) o) or rer rer rer receivceivceivceive e e e ((((JJJJohn ohn ohn ohn 1:1:1:1:11111111))))    HimHimHimHim ( ( ( (John 3:19John 3:19John 3:19John 3:19; ; ; ; Isaiah 53:3Isaiah 53:3Isaiah 53:3Isaiah 53:3))))????    

    
 
 
  
 
    
    
4.4.4.4.    EEEEven though John does not give an account of Jesusven though John does not give an account of Jesusven though John does not give an account of Jesusven though John does not give an account of Jesus’’’’ birth in his gospel, what does  birth in his gospel, what does  birth in his gospel, what does  birth in his gospel, what does 

John 1:14John 1:14John 1:14John 1:14 indicate happened to Jesus, the Word? indicate happened to Jesus, the Word? indicate happened to Jesus, the Word? indicate happened to Jesus, the Word? Why was John Why was John Why was John Why was John’’’’s use of the term s use of the term s use of the term s use of the term 
““““fleshfleshfleshflesh”””” here scandalous  here scandalous  here scandalous  here scandalous and yet at the same time amazing and yet at the same time amazing and yet at the same time amazing and yet at the same time amazing ((((Romans 8:3Romans 8:3Romans 8:3Romans 8:3; ; ; ; 1 John 4:21 John 4:21 John 4:21 John 4:2; ; ; ; 
Hebrews 2:14Hebrews 2:14Hebrews 2:14Hebrews 2:14----15151515)?)?)?)?    

    
 
    
    
    

 

 



 

 

5.5.5.5.    Why did the Word come and Why did the Word come and Why did the Word come and Why did the Word come and dwelldwelldwelldwell (or  (or  (or  (or ““““tabernacletabernacletabernacletabernacle””””) among us? ) among us? ) among us? ) among us? HHHHow does the fact ow does the fact ow does the fact ow does the fact 
tttthat God voluntarily drew near to humanity impact you? hat God voluntarily drew near to humanity impact you? hat God voluntarily drew near to humanity impact you? hat God voluntarily drew near to humanity impact you? How is the incarnation (or How is the incarnation (or How is the incarnation (or How is the incarnation (or 
““““infleshinginfleshinginfleshinginfleshing”””” of Jesus a foretaste of one of the greatest promises that God makes to us  of Jesus a foretaste of one of the greatest promises that God makes to us  of Jesus a foretaste of one of the greatest promises that God makes to us  of Jesus a foretaste of one of the greatest promises that God makes to us 
in the Bible (in the Bible (in the Bible (in the Bible (Revelation 21:3Revelation 21:3Revelation 21:3Revelation 21:3)?)?)?)?        

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6666....    Why has no one every seen God (Why has no one every seen God (Why has no one every seen God (Why has no one every seen God (John 1:18John 1:18John 1:18John 1:18; ; ; ; Exodus 33:Exodus 33:Exodus 33:Exodus 33:20202020)? )? )? )? How is Jesus able to do How is Jesus able to do How is Jesus able to do How is Jesus able to do 

what no one has ever done before (what no one has ever done before (what no one has ever done before (what no one has ever done before (John John John John 6:466:466:466:46; ; ; ; Colossians 1:15Colossians 1:15Colossians 1:15Colossians 1:15)? )? )? )? Why must we come Why must we come Why must we come Why must we come 
to to to to thethethethe    Father through Father through Father through Father through Jesus, the Son (Jesus, the Son (Jesus, the Son (Jesus, the Son (John 14:6, 9;John 14:6, 9;John 14:6, 9;John 14:6, 9;    Acts 4:12Acts 4:12Acts 4:12Acts 4:12; ; ; ; Romans 10:9Romans 10:9Romans 10:9Romans 10:9)?)?)?)?    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7.7.7.7.    DDDDo you o you o you o you believe this shocking idea that Jesus, the Word, was/is God? Who do believe this shocking idea that Jesus, the Word, was/is God? Who do believe this shocking idea that Jesus, the Word, was/is God? Who do believe this shocking idea that Jesus, the Word, was/is God? Who do many many many many 
people people people people todaytodaytodaytoday    say that say that say that say that Jesus isJesus isJesus isJesus is? Do you ? Do you ? Do you ? Do you truly truly truly truly believe that Jesus isbelieve that Jesus isbelieve that Jesus isbelieve that Jesus is able  able  able  able to satisfy the to satisfy the to satisfy the to satisfy the 
deepest longings of your lifedeepest longings of your lifedeepest longings of your lifedeepest longings of your life    ((((Psalm 21:1Psalm 21:1Psalm 21:1Psalm 21:1----2222; ; ; ; 37:437:437:437:4; ; ; ; 145:19145:19145:19145:19))))???? Why or why not? Why or why not? Why or why not? Why or why not?    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Memory Verse: 
 
“And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, 
glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.” 

(John 1:14, NASB) 


