
Topeka Bible Church 
“Living with an Imposter” 

Community Group Study Questions 
Selected passages from the Gospel of Matthew 

 
1.1.1.1.    DDDDo you consider yourself to be o you consider yourself to be o you consider yourself to be o you consider yourself to be an an an an ““““imposterimposterimposterimposter”””” ( ( ( (Jeremiah 17:9Jeremiah 17:9Jeremiah 17:9Jeremiah 17:9) ) ) ) What does this look like What does this look like What does this look like What does this look like 

in your life? How might admitting your own in your life? How might admitting your own in your life? How might admitting your own in your life? How might admitting your own ““““imposterimposterimposterimposter””””----like tendencies help you in like tendencies help you in like tendencies help you in like tendencies help you in 
dealing with other dealing with other dealing with other dealing with other ““““impostersimpostersimpostersimposters”””” in your own life in your own life in your own life in your own life ( ( ( (Matthew 7:3Matthew 7:3Matthew 7:3Matthew 7:3----5555;;;;    Luke 18:Luke 18:Luke 18:Luke 18:9999----14141414))))????    

    
    
    
    
    
    
2.2.2.2.    Why Why Why Why diddiddiddid    Jesus haveJesus haveJesus haveJesus have such a problem with people who were  such a problem with people who were  such a problem with people who were  such a problem with people who were imposterimposterimposterimposterssss/hypocrite/hypocrite/hypocrite/hypocrites? s? s? s? DDDDo o o o 

you ever give to God or to others you ever give to God or to others you ever give to God or to others you ever give to God or to others iiiin ordern ordern ordern order to be noticed ( to be noticed ( to be noticed ( to be noticed (Matthew 6:1Matthew 6:1Matthew 6:1Matthew 6:1----4444;;;;    23:523:523:523:5))))? ? ? ? Why Why Why Why 
does God want us to does God want us to does God want us to does God want us to ““““pray in secretpray in secretpray in secretpray in secret”””” ( ( ( (Matthew 6:5Matthew 6:5Matthew 6:5Matthew 6:5----6666)?)?)?)?    

    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
3.3.3.3.    What is the purposeWhat is the purposeWhat is the purposeWhat is the purpose of  of  of  of fastingfastingfastingfasting? How did some people use fasting to draw attention to ? How did some people use fasting to draw attention to ? How did some people use fasting to draw attention to ? How did some people use fasting to draw attention to 

tttthemselveshemselveshemselveshemselves ( ( ( (Matthew 6:Matthew 6:Matthew 6:Matthew 6:16161616; ; ; ; Zechariah 7:5Zechariah 7:5Zechariah 7:5Zechariah 7:5----6666))))? ? ? ? What other practices or disciplines What other practices or disciplines What other practices or disciplines What other practices or disciplines 
might you be tempted to boast about in order to earn praise or attention from others might you be tempted to boast about in order to earn praise or attention from others might you be tempted to boast about in order to earn praise or attention from others might you be tempted to boast about in order to earn praise or attention from others 
((((Colossians 3:23Colossians 3:23Colossians 3:23Colossians 3:23----24242424)?)?)?)?    

    
    
    
    
    
    
    
4.4.4.4.    Does your Does your Does your Does your ““““church church church church lifelifelifelife””””    differ from your differ from your differ from your differ from your ““““everyday lifeeveryday lifeeveryday lifeeveryday life????”””” What does Jesus have to say  What does Jesus have to say  What does Jesus have to say  What does Jesus have to say 

about about about about peoplepeoplepeoplepeople    wwwwhohohoho    consistently consistently consistently consistently come tocome tocome tocome to church, but live disobediently the rest of the  church, but live disobediently the rest of the  church, but live disobediently the rest of the  church, but live disobediently the rest of the 
week (week (week (week (Matthew 15:8Matthew 15:8Matthew 15:8Matthew 15:8----9999; ; ; ; Isaiah Isaiah Isaiah Isaiah 29:1329:1329:1329:13)? )? )? )? How should you respond (How should you respond (How should you respond (How should you respond (1 P1 P1 P1 Peeeeter ter ter ter 3:103:103:103:10----12121212;;;;    
Psalm 34:Psalm 34:Psalm 34:Psalm 34:12121212----15151515)?)?)?)?    

    
    
    
    

 



5.5.5.5.    Do you think Do you think Do you think Do you think JesusJesusJesusJesus’’’’ words to  words to  words to  words to thethethethe    hypocritical Pharisees are hypocritical Pharisees are hypocritical Pharisees are hypocritical Pharisees are too strong (too strong (too strong (too strong (Matthew 23:Matthew 23:Matthew 23:Matthew 23:25252525----
26262626)? )? )? )? Is God more concerned with the Is God more concerned with the Is God more concerned with the Is God more concerned with the ““““outsideoutsideoutsideoutside”””” or the  or the  or the  or the ““““insideinsideinsideinside”””” of a person ( of a person ( of a person ( of a person (1 Samuel 1 Samuel 1 Samuel 1 Samuel 
16:716:716:716:7;;;;    Luke Luke Luke Luke 11:3911:3911:3911:39----40404040; ; ; ; Psalm 139:Psalm 139:Psalm 139:Psalm 139:23232323----24242424)?)?)?)?    

    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
6.6.6.6.    How can How can How can How can youyouyouyou    protect yourself from becoming like these protect yourself from becoming like these protect yourself from becoming like these protect yourself from becoming like these imposters: imposters: imposters: imposters: ““““cleancleancleanclean”””” on the  on the  on the  on the 

outside, but filthy and outside, but filthy and outside, but filthy and outside, but filthy and ““““deaddeaddeaddead”””” on the inside ( on the inside ( on the inside ( on the inside (Matthew 23:27Matthew 23:27Matthew 23:27Matthew 23:27----28282828; ; ; ; Mark 7:20Mark 7:20Mark 7:20Mark 7:20----23232323; ; ; ; 
Romans 12:1Romans 12:1Romans 12:1Romans 12:1----2222))))???? Who  Who  Who  Who in your life can help you avoid becoming an imposter?in your life can help you avoid becoming an imposter?in your life can help you avoid becoming an imposter?in your life can help you avoid becoming an imposter?    

    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
7.7.7.7.    HHHHow can you effectively speak the truth in love ow can you effectively speak the truth in love ow can you effectively speak the truth in love ow can you effectively speak the truth in love ((((Ephesians 4:15Ephesians 4:15Ephesians 4:15Ephesians 4:15) and challenge ) and challenge ) and challenge ) and challenge 

someone to stop living a hypocritical life (someone to stop living a hypocritical life (someone to stop living a hypocritical life (someone to stop living a hypocritical life (1 Samuel 13:11, 131 Samuel 13:11, 131 Samuel 13:11, 131 Samuel 13:11, 13; ; ; ; 2 Samuel 12:72 Samuel 12:72 Samuel 12:72 Samuel 12:7)? )? )? )? Do Do Do Do 
you need to lovingly confront someone about their hypocrisy? How should our you need to lovingly confront someone about their hypocrisy? How should our you need to lovingly confront someone about their hypocrisy? How should our you need to lovingly confront someone about their hypocrisy? How should our 
confrontations remind us to remain humble (confrontations remind us to remain humble (confrontations remind us to remain humble (confrontations remind us to remain humble (1 Corinthians 10:1 Corinthians 10:1 Corinthians 10:1 Corinthians 10:12121212;;;;    Galatians 6:1Galatians 6:1Galatians 6:1Galatians 6:1)?)?)?)?    

    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
 
Memory Verse: 
 
“So you, too, outwardly appear righteous to men, but inwardly you are full of 

hypocrisy and lawlessness.” 
(Matthew 23:28, NASB) 


